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1e V" Stands for “Versatile”

The V-PAN 617 Panoramic Camera

By Dave Howard

CO IO ﬁl!'lirfrl.'l:ll't‘l:n‘l_'.'_ O MostT
panoramic cameras is their lack
of interchangeable lenses. The
large, rotating Cirkur cameras from che
carly years of this century had chem, bur
nearly every one since has not. There are
a couple of reasons for chis: the firse is che
added expense of interchangeable lens
mounts on an already expensive, limiced-

P[‘III.i'.H tion camera; the hl"i.“ll-':l I3 ';ll'i'

accepts two lenses, has been around for
several years; bur ewo lenses 1sn'c range
enough, and 6X12cm often isn't wide
enoupgh. The Technorama 617, Arr
Panorama and Fup G617 olfer che satis-
fyingly wide 6x17cm formar, bur have
fixed lenses. Fuji's newest GXG617 offers a
selection of three lenses; much bercer, to
be sure, and great for aenals and on-the

fly handheld use, but sull a bic limicing

JI_ “H-l.!ll.‘l |'ll.' | :..'_rl.'.ll 1'|.'|.l!‘|1|n'|:n' il |.-.I.ll:I|l.|
adapt lenses 1 already own. The control
of a ground glass tocusing screen (one of
rhe new ']‘.-:I'l;__'|l'. sCreens, of course) s
much preterable co che rough approxi-
marions offered by panoramic optical
viewfinders. While I'm ac it, | mighr as
well wish for rise, fall, swing, tilt and shaft
for total image control. And, the whole

thing would have to be easily backpack

assumption that “panoramic” 1s synony-

mous with "as wide as you can possibly
ger,” so just bole the widest-angle lens
that will cover the particular formar on
the camera and be done wich i,

As with most assumptions, they don'e
always hold warer. I often want che wide
aspect rato {anywhere berween 1:2 and 1:3,
height-to-widch), but not the exaggerat-
ed foreground and riny, rapidly receding
backgrounds produced by super-wide-
angle lenses. The means to char end is the
use of longer, interchangeable lenses, Uncil
recently, this abiliey has been pretty much
the stuff of dreams.

The Linhof Technorama 612, which
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ReFLECTION, Zion MaTIONAL Pars, UTaH.
| s6c. aT A3 on Kopar Lusiere, | 50MH
SCHMEIDER &Po SyrmaR. THE VW-PAN's
BEATTIE INTEMSCREEN MADE WIEWING
AMD IMHAGE COMTROL EASY IN THE
EARLY MORMNIMNG LIGHT,

for fastidious fine arm work, So qust what
would it take to keep me panoramically
happy?

Well, I would wane the 6%17cm for-
mat, which offers large-formar quality
with roll film convenience. Interchange-
able backs would be nice, for switching
Betwern color and black-and-white. Lens-
ex# Cth, how abour 79mm o 1 200mm?

able for crekking ro unimaginably spec-
tacular vistas.

Pipe dream? Mot ac all. The "wish-
list special™ I've just briefly described is
available now, in the form of the V-PAN
617 ']'|'||~\. o rRm i r.|r;||.| VIiEW Camera
15 the handiwork of Chet Hancheoe of St.
Lowis, Missours, and 15 the resule of lis-
tening to the requests and suggestions of
a lot of photographers specializing in the
wide image. As past president of the
LLA.P.P. (International Association of
Panoramic Photographers), he's had his
finger on the pulse of the industry with a
first-person awareness of current tech-

miques and hardware. Introduced a couple
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of years ago and constantly refined since, tiles are limited only by lens coverage. In
the V-PAN 617 offers a unigue combi- my use of the camera so far, I haven't had
narson of image controls and CEANSPOrta- occasion o wish for ANy greater range of
bilicy, movemnents. While a few pho-

I've had a chance to live wich tographers might lament the

the latesr version of the camera, lack of rear standard movements
the Mark [1II, for a few months tor greater conerol of perspec-
now, so let’s cake a closer look ar tive, inclusion of this fearure
whar it has o offer wisiild have added signulicantly
In s seandard configuracion,

the V-PAMN comes cquipped

with a 16" break-down rail.

to the camera’s -._||r11'|'|||_-:-;||},
".".IZIFIH ard eose. In practice, |
seldom muss it for the landscag
work thar | LiSE 1 for.

The V-PANM ac EPrs Stan-

dard Linhof Technika lens

which comes AELT 1N "and 11"
SOCTICMS. I]'I'I!"*li_'.LFIir]L.ltll. e of this
15 that the front and rear stan-
dards compact together and boards or their generic equiva-

slide forward onto the 5 sec- lent (240, center-drilled for a

rion, which 15 then separated f'|:-|'|,|| #0. 1 or 3 shutter) avail-

trom the rear 11" secrion, per- able from V-PAN. That's one
mitting much easier stowage in a back- V-PAN 617, WITHOUT FILM MAGAZINE, of the grear selling points for the V-PAN,
pack. This accommaodates lenses from DEMOMSTRATING A FEW MILD CAMERA compared to most other panoramic
S8mm {with 6x12cm formar) ro a S00mm MOVEMENTS. IT 1S THE FIRST ROLL options—you can use any large-formar

FILM FPANDRAMIC CAMERA WITH
INTERCHANGEABLE LENSES

AMD BACKS,
0, 18 alzo avinlable. It comes wath 5% 11" O0x 1 Tem 15 basically juse a “slice”™ our of

tefepbate (not long focus) lens. A 21" bel- lenses you already own as long as they

lows, tor lenses up to a 720mm relepho- will cover the 6x17 formar. Although

and 16" rail sections. Custom rails and DON'T RELEGATE PANORAMIC CAMERAS the middle of 5x77, since a lens used for
bellows can be special-ordered to handle SOLELY TO SCEMICS—THET MAKE GREAT Ox ] 7cm doesn't have to cover the corners
lenses oo 1 2000 m FEDPLE CAMERAS TOO, ol "I:'-._'. Yo can per away with lefses
The above bellows are usable with wide thar have quite a bit shoreer focal lengch
angle lenses, providing you than you might other

don’t need to apply lens move- wise think necessary. For

inseanoe, a 7 oamm Schne
der l"'ulprr .'"‘|1I_:.:|I|:-:|I| XL
with cenrcer fileer, will

ments. When SIEMITCANT rise,
tall, ~||:|i|:[, il and SWINE ang
necessary, a special, incer

changeable, non-pleated bag cover with no move-

bellows is the answer, at a cost ments. My 90mm /5.6
of $250). It is usable with lenses from Super Angulon covers easily, with some
38mm o 2 10mm. 57, 11" aND 16° RAILS. THE 5™ & 11" 1N image circle reserve for movements. I

The range of movements available THE CEMTER COMPRISE THE definitely benefits from use of a center
{frone standard only) 1s as follows: Rise, 16" BREAK-DOWN RAIL, filrer too, but cthe new XL version might

2% Fall, 1*: Shifr, 13" Sw ing and axial not nieed one, The recently released 72mm



the V-PAN in a closer and stare areend-
:Illla; !1'E|.'-|.'I!JIL§;.~G i r"..1:II1 HAIMILS J"Llllrllf;'rl:'ll.ulh.
oF take rhe barceries our of my smialler
hardwire.

Is chere -|It:|.'rh|r:I|.'_ I'd like o seve added
to the camera? OF course; do you own a
camera that you feel has 1005 of EVETY-
l:|'|:|I|J._' Vil desire in VOLIT ideal PICiung-
taking machine? In this case, che firse
addition would be engraved and hilled
||1||_'\. |1"|.If1.!IIiF e e |'\-|:|\|:'|||:|'|\ |1I!.rl'|1'
mavements, [or visual contirmation l.lll
the camera’s ball decenes. Wish number
two 1% a set of guide pins or rails flank-
ing the left end of the ground glass, o
ATEL IH if t]lL' 1..“' I_'Ill_E ':III rh{ Frl'l'.llll.l FI-L‘\"\.
cover/protector. The third icem would
|'||.' a rrio of .:l.-.l:"-.hl.l!l'f.' "-I':II..IL'h. f]llll:" '..}k...’l':-.
ane in the cener for a mulei=focal o=
cal viewhinder, which s handy tor gquick
lens focal-lengrh selecrion and when
using the camera to photograph large
{wide) Browups of |1|.'l.l]"h'. The other cwn,
swivel-mounted to either side of center,
would accommodate two shoe-moane
tlash unirs. This would allow l:'t1.'!|'|..1|‘-
pang and teathenng of the twao serobes for
even, full-width coverage with the widest
lenses, as well as present creative lighe-
ing possibilities by differentially pow-
ering and/or filtering the two flashes.
The final 1icem on my wish list would be
a folding viewing hood for the ground
glass screen. It would serve the funcoion
of the ground glass cover/ profecoor, as
well as, i most instances, obviate the
dark cloth, which is my least favorice

ItEm of I.I.T_'.H'-f“ﬂ'll.l.‘i per

REMOVABLE BACK OF FILM HAGAZINE,

vourselters could have a
ball'! If vou dont feel
up to it yourselt, Cher
Hancherr is a good listen-
er. That's how the camera
has evolved o s presem
Mark IIl incarnation. |

SHOWING FULL-LEMNGTH PRESSURE PLATE.

THE VW-PAN MAGATIMNE
For | 20 moLL FILM

INTERIOR OF FILM MAGATINE—REAR DOOR
REMOVED, DARK SLIDE IH PLACE.

With the exception of the fold-
ing hood, these “wishes” would be
minor modifications. Indeed,
that's one of the .appmh of the V-
PAN; it's easy to customize. Do-in

wish all camera manufac-
fUrers Were as attentive [o
their customers needs. As
a result of this interactive
process, there are several
possible new accessories
on the horizon. The only
one I'll menton here,
because | know the proro-
type exists, is a set of heli-
cally focusable lens cones
that would attach o the
film magazine and accept
the normal lens boards.
This would give vou a
handheld 6x17 for jobs
such as aerial photogra
phy, or when action s
involved.

Mow, if | could just
con Chet into designing a
cold light head for the V-
PAN so's | wouldnt have
to shuck our lor a 5x7

enlarger....

Address
VARI PaxN INC., 2725 Sutton Ave., St.
Louts, MO 63143: (314) 781-3600
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Grandagon trom Rodenstock may possi-
bly just cover also, though | haven'e tried
It yer.

The camera’s monorails are geared,
proy 1l ng smooth, |'|u~.i tive focusi ng
movement, Drag is adjustable. The tripod
mounting block has boch 1/4-20 and
threads. Actual focusing 15 on a Bearrie
Intenscreen Plus, which greacly aids even-
ness of illumination, especially when uri-
hzing wide angle lenses with “maxed-
out  image circles. A hole in che lower
n_l:hr corner of the screen PLrmILS view-
ing the trame numbers on the paper back-
ing of the 120 roll film used in the V-
PAN hlm magazines, similar ro standard
practice with old box cameras. Obvious-
ly, 220 15 not usable, due to cthe fogging
thar would resule from che lack of paper
backing. A clear plastic ground
glass cover/protector is a §25
ACCESSOTY

The rear standard is ser in a
dove-tailed slide with a locking
lever. This facilitaces both
quick/rough focus and ficting
the frone/rear standards onco che
3" rail without removing the
tripod block.

The film MaAZRLITHC (includ-
ed in the price of the camera) is
made of cast aluminum alloy.
It has a film pressure plate, dark
slide and simple (read: robust
and reliable) manual film wind
mechanism. The rear of the magazine is
hinged and removable, providing wide-
open access to the scraighrforward film
loading path. Afrer securing the film o
the take-up spool and clos-
ing/latching the magazine door,
the bilm is wound uncil che
number 27 appears in cthe film
window. The following three
EXPOSuUres {four rocal) are wound
on o frames O, 10 and 14, In
the near future, a mask will be
available thar will allow use of
the magazine for 6x12cm for-
mar when desired.

The ground glass frame is
spring-loaded, and the film
magazine 15 simply insereed in
frone of the ground glass, as
with a conventional sheet film

=

SIDEVIEW OF THE V-PAM, saNS FILM
MAGAZIMNE, WITH WIDE ANGLE BAG
BELLOWS,

Rearview OF V-PAM, FILM MAGAZIMNE
IMSERTED. MOTE DOVE-TAIL SLIDE, AMND

HOLE i BEATTIE INTEMNSCREEN FOR
REALHMG FILM NUMBERS.

15 learned quickly, as the magazine gives
a satistyingly solid-sounding rhané when
it sears correctly. A bail handle releases
the frame pressure when cocked perpen-
dicular to the ground glass, and reapplies
pressure after inserting the magazine by
returning it o irs normal position paral-
lel to the ground glass. Additional mag-
aFines are 51 5040 a COpy.

Fit and finish, while not Linhof-svelre,
15 very good. All corner points that you're
likely to run your hand into are round-
ed. Body pares are black anodized or plat-
ed, and the magazine 13 epoxy-painted
The camera body weighs 5 1bs. Add
three pounds for the magazine.

The camera, complete with magazine,
in its 16~ break-down configuration sells
for $3.095. The 21" version gocs for
$3.495. You can contact the
company for the name of the
nearest rental house thar stocks
the V-PAN 617 if youd like to
“test-drive” one,

S0 whart are my field impres-
sions of this camera after living
with it for a while? Basically,
the more | use ir, the more I Like
it. | backpacked it in desert hear
and mouncain winter cold, and
it never let me down, Noching
jammed, broke or fell off. Dim,
pre-sunrise light presented no
problems with the bright Inten-
screen. While che V-PAN isn't
exactly a featherweight, neither are the
nice, big, "meaty,” top-dollar-saleable
transparencies char ic produces. Thirty-
five millimeter panoramics juse don't cur
it when compared to the “emul-
sion acreage” of 6%17cm Being
able ro use the lenses from my
435 Technmika on it is a |_'||_§_: ]‘\-EHI\
tor me, and [ like being able o
do long telephoto panoramics
This may arc first sound hike a
contradicrion, bue once you get
the hang of "optical extraction”
and che graphic renditions
obtainable with telecompression,
there’s no turning back

My only minor complaine is
that it's too easy ro get hooked
on. My beloved smaller-formar

cameras that | would normally

holder. The only thing you have to learn

DETAIL OF FRONT AND REAR STANDARDS
AND TRIFOD BLOCHK, COMPACTED OMNTO 5"
RAIL FOR EASY STOWAGE IH CAMERA DAG.

apply o landscape work have been lan-
the “feel” for is che proper seating of the guishing on the shelf ever since acquir-

magazine's two light-sealing ridges. This ing the V-PAN. I guess I'd better lock
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